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surrounding the inventoried property. Indicate North. 

# $W Pond 




Town Eastham 
eighborhood or village) 



Bridge Road 

Bridge Road Burial Ground 

Lp: X Public Private 

ate Number of Stones 172 

Death Date 1754 

e Architect 

n Good 

4.4 Acres 

Located in a residential area on 
t side of Bridge Road between the 
street and the former right of way of the 
New Haven Railroad with Herring Pond to 
the west. 
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Date: June 1995 
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BURIAL GROUND FORM 



Bridge Road Burial Ground 
Bridge Road 



VISUAL/DESIGN ASSESSMENT _JL_ See continuation sheet. 

Describe landscape features, gravestone material designs, motifs and symbols that are either common or 
unusual. Note any known carvers. 

Bridge Road Burial Ground is larger than the Cove Burial Ground (see Form 
No. 803) and is located on a quieter, less trafficked area. Gravestones 
largely are randomly organized with a majority located in the southeast 
quadrant. The grassy, open, level nature of the yard with a few pine and 
cedar trees conveys an even stronger sense of a country burial ground in an 
earlier, less structured time. The front of the yard is enclosed by a fence 
of granite posts supporting iron rails similar to that at the Cove Burial 
Ground. 

Bridge Road burial ground not only contains many stones with winged skull 
motifs, but also includes graves with cherub and with urn and willow figures 
demonstrating the development and changing taste of funerary art from the 
eighteenth to the nineteenth century centuries. A significant stone in the 
front row is that of Dorcas Shaw (d. 1797) whose carving presents a restrained 
energy in its low relief, absence of borders and serene, winged cherub 
surmounted by a flower and sprigs set in a triple indented tympanum. 

A unique slate exists in the third row on the grave of Emeline Knowles 
(d. 1811). A crude, thinly-incised cherub exhibits a gloomy or pained 
expression and odd masses of hair or a nightcap, devised on a large attractive 
slate with a well-carved epitaph. 



HISTORICAL NARRATIVE See continuation sheet. 

Explain religious affiliations, major period of use, and evaluate historical association of this burial 
ground with the community. 

r 

This burial ground was laid out when the second Congregational meeting house 
of Eastham (not extant) was built here in 1718 or 1720. Burials continued at 
the Cove Burial Ground, however, until 1770. This cemetery remained the 
burial ground until the third meetinghouse was built in 1830 (demolished in 
1864) 1.5 miles to the north on State Highway (Route 6) where a third 
Congregational burial ground was created. Generally, burials at Bridge Road 
Burial Ground ceased in 1886, but an anachronistic stone is included for Emily 
Alexander (d. 1933) and Alice Baldwin Alexander (d. 1971). 



BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES __X_ See continuation sheet. 

X Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places; 
If checked, see attached National Register Criteria Statement form. 
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Bridge Road Burial Ground 
Bridge Road 



Area 



Form No. 803 



VISUAL/DESIGN ASSESSMENT (continued) 

A couple of notable child's stones exist. One, next to the grave of 
Dorcas Shaw, stands for Philander Shaw (d. 1800, aged 7 weeks) with a well- 
executed cherub-cum-portrait and simple, spare script. The other, in the 
forth row of the southeast quadrant, was placed for Warren Sparrow (d. 1812). 
Its lighter incision and lower relief is characteristic of the early 
nineteenth century. 

Three stones have been identified by Hume and the Nelsons in Epitaph and Icon 
as the work of Boston carver, H. C. Geyer. One is in the center of the 
graveyard in the seventh row of the southeast quadrant. Erected for 
Jonathan Doane (d.1780), it has a very plain and hollow-eyed skull and cross 
bones occupying an otherwise undecorated, small, round tympanum on a plain 
square stone. Another stands four rows to the west on the grave of 
Samuel Doane (d. 1778). It has a late and interesting example of the winged 
skull motif with exaggerated, grotesque teeth. The third is the stone of 
Alice Freeman (d. 1779) which displays the same large teeth and an elongated 
version of inverted-heart shaped nose characteristic of the carver. 

The stone of Nathaniel Atwood (d. 1769) is identified by Hume and the Nelsons 
as undeniably the work of William Codner's shop in Boston, if not the actual 
product of his own hand (William Codner Atwood died six months after Atwood) . 

Adjacent is the stone of Willard Knowles (d. 1786). Attributed to 
Lemuel Savery, it represents a transition from the early, tympanum, or "head 
and shoulders" stones to the square stones of the nineteenth century. Here a 
small, round tympanum holds a tightly-squeezed, ordinary, winged skull. 
Another Savery stone, near the road, that of Elijah Knowles (d. 1795) has a 
small, rounded-curve base. 
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Massachusetts Historical Commission 
Massachusetts Archives Building 
220 Morrissey Boulevard 
Boston, Massachusetts 02125 



Community: Eastham 
Property Address: Bridge Road 

Bridge Road Burial Ground 



Area 



Form No. 803 



National Register of Historic Places Criteria Statement 



Check all that apply: 

X Individually eligible 

Contributing to a 

potential historic district 



Eligible only in a historic district 
Potential historic district 



Criteria: A _JC_ B _JL_ C D 

Criteria Considerations: X A B X C 



Statement of Significance by: Dianne L . Siergiej 

The criteria that are checked in the above sections must be justified here. 

The Bridge Road Burial Ground is significant on a local level with regard 
to the above-referenced criteria with the designated considerations for its 
exceptional grave stones by noted carvers. 

- 



FORM E - BURIAL G 
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

Religious affiliatio n None 



Owner 



Town of Eastham 



Who has further information about burial ground? 

Eastham Historical Society, Inc. 



(Address) 



P.O. Box 8, Eastham, MA 02642 



What type information: lot plans x inscriptions x 
gravestone descriptions * other x 



Form #^8A2 



1. Town Eastham 



Location Brid § e Road 



B AS .fro*) 



Name Brid g e Road Cemetary 



Condition: Well kept up x 
(if neglected, explain how) 



Neglected 

Marble stones often unreadable due to 



weather erosion. 



Approx. number gravestones 172 
Earliest death date 1754 



Most recent death date 1886 > but see mystery 



2. HISTORY OF BURIAL GROUND 



"stone 7 p. "IS." 



This area was once the center of town with the Crosby Tavern (1750, Survey form # 
across the street, George Clark's store (1871, no longer standing) and the 
railroad depot ( See survey form # )iearby. Alongside the cemetary was the Old 
Methodist Church (Nov. 28, 1854 - Sept. 18, 1920). 



3. MONUMENTS-Overall condition: upright fallen (approx. no.) inscription legibility 

4. MAP: Footage from street 40 ' 



See cont. sheets. 



Information for this -form was taken from a 1975/6 survey conducted by the 
Eastham Histoircal Society, Inc. as printed in their pamphlet. 



Name of Recorder Jack Clarke Organizatio n astham Hist. Com. Date 8/25/80 

For MHC use: USGS Form # 802 



2M-1-78 



i« Architectural or Sculptural Monuments 



5. INDIVIDUAL STONES 
Date of 



Family Name 


Monument 


Type 


Sculptor/Artist 


Photo 
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B. Pre-1830 Stones 
Key 



Death 



Stone 



Words 


Status 


Last Name 


First Name 


Sex 


Date 


Age 


Shape 


Design 


Condition 


Photo 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of- the Secretary, Boston 



Community : 

\ Easthajn 


Form No: 

802 j 


Property Name: fr/J^ #J 



Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 




INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office -of the Secretary, Boston 




Community Eas tham 


Form No: 
802 i 


Property Name: 
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Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
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It all began in 1964. Fred Jewell, then Curator of the 
fledgling Historical Society, asked Ken Collins if he 
would help fix the headstone of a certain Captain Mi- 
chael Collins in the old Bridge Road Cemetery. (Ken 
Collins, at the time, was the Society's first President 
and chief engineer for the BOMARC missile complex 
at Otis Air Force Base.) Collins said yes, and between 
the two men, they grappled with the hefty 350-lb. stone 
(which had split in two), added a little epoxy glue, 
clamped the pieces together, and waited. Well, it didn't 
work. A week later, the stone was once again lying 
broken on the ground. 

Ten years passed. Finally, one day in 1974, Howard Quinn suggested to Collins 
that maybe something ought to be done about the poor condition of gravestones 
in the Bridge Road Cemetery — perhaps as "a bicentennial project." {Quinn was 
then a Selectman and President of the Historical Society as well; Collins was now 
teaching in the Industrial Arts Department at Nauset Regional High School.) Ken 
agreed to try it, "so long as I don't get shot at," as he put it. In March 1975, 
he succeeded in restoring the stone of Mehitable Cobb using silicone rubber glue, 
plus a fiberglas matting coating, and a mixture of Valoil and turpentine as a sealer! 

The rest is history. Collins was intrigued with "the challenge" and begain repair 
work in earnest in the fall. The Bicentennial Commission contributed $100, as 
did the Non-Resident Taxpayers Association, and the Historical Society added 
$500 to the restoration project. Today, the town slates $200 a year to refurbish 
the gravestones — $20 apiece, which breaks down into $19.30 for materials and 
70cf for Ken Collins' labor of love. Further, it all comes with a warranty too. 
Collins is confident that the repair work will last his lifetime and that of his son. 
"If anything goes wrong," says Ken, "a Collins will fix it." 

The results to date: 10 gravestones repaired in the Old Cove Burying Ground ! 
and 45 at Bridge Road. Also, once Ken got enmeshed in the task, his curiosity 
as to the history behind the two cemeteries led to still something else. In 1975- 
76, he conducted a survey of the two old burial grounds, which was then published 
by the Historical Society (and is still available for $1 at the Schoolhouse Museum 
and the Swift-Daley House). Such a survey had not been done for 70 years, and 
with close reading touches some of the very real human history of Eastham. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE by Peter Petrisko 



The Cove Burial Ground, State Highway, Eastham dates from 1660 and is the oldest burial ground in 
Eastham which is associated with the First Congregational Church. Included in this burial ground are 
stones carved by Nathaniel Lamson or possibly James Gilchrist, both from Boston and well-known stone 
carvers. Buried here are the earliest settlers of Eastham and some passengers of the Mayflower. 
Burials continued here until 1770. The Bridge Road Burial Ground is associated with the Second 
Congregational Church with burials dating from 1754 to 1886. Stone carvers identified with some of 
the stones include H. C. Geyer, William Codner and Lemuel Savery. 

Both these burial grounds are eligible for listing under Criterion A because of their early associations 
with Eastham and the Eastham Congregational Church and Criterion C because of the artistic quality 
of the stones and their association with notable stone carvers. They also meet Exception D because 
these burial grounds have graves of persons of transcendent importance to Eastham, their age and their 
distinctive stone designs and craftsmanship. 



